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LUCENT TECHNOLOGIES AND GLOBALCAST COMMUNICATIONS


FORM STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP IN RELIABLE MULTICAST MARKET 





FOR RELEASE MONDAY, AUGUST 25, 1997


MURRAY HILL, N.J. --  Lucent Technologies today announced that it will form a strategic partnership with GlobalCast Communications, a Fremont, Calif.-based Internet start-up, to commercialize technologies that provide a more reliable way to distribute information to many users simultaneously over private intranets, extranets, and the public Internet.  Specifically, the two companies will combine efforts to provide a unified platform and interface for all reliable multicasting applications over all networks. 


	Under the terms of the agreement, Lucent will receive an equity stake in GlobalCast.  GlobalCast will acquire exclusive rights in the Internet arena to market Lucent products based on Bell Labs Reliable Multicast Transport Protocol (RMTP) technology, and to develop products that integrate RMTP technology with GlobalCast’s innovative family of multicast offerings.


	Financial terms of the relationship were not disclosed.


	“Lucent Technologies is committed to creating, acquiring, and evolving new business platforms for commercializing Bell Labs technology,” said Thomas Uhlman, senior vice president of Lucent’s Corporate Strategy, Development & Public Affairs group.  “The strategic partnership with GlobalCast is an exciting opportunity for Lucent to commercialize important Internet technology and an example of one such business platform.” 


	According to a study recently conducted by the IP Multicast Initiative (IPMI), 


54% of information systems managers stated that IP multicast had created new business opportunities for their companies.  
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	Lucent and GlobalCast plan to combine their complementary technologies to create a universal reliable multicast platform suitable for a variety of information delivery applications, such as financial data and media streaming.  The companies will use this platform to build higher level applications aimed at specific information push markets and will jointly develop new reliable multicasting protocols and applications.


“As congestion on the Internet and in corporate networks continues to grow, 


IP multicast will have to become a more prevalent means of distributing information,” said Henning Schulzrinne, associate professor of computer science at Columbia University and a leading expert on IP multicasting. “Lucent and GlobalCast have the most comprehensive, proven multicast technology and products.  Their intent to work together creates a formidable resource for IP multicast customers.”


GlobalCast, founded in 1995, originated from a core group of Internet researchers at the University of Illinois, West Virginia University and the University of California at Berkeley.  The company’s founders include a number of foremost experts who have been responsible for pioneering the development of reliable multicasting technology.


	“We believe that our work with Lucent will change the way companies communicate information to their customers and employees,” said Ronald Lachman, Chairman and CEO of GlobalCast.  "Time and time again, we hear that mission critical time-urgent data must be delivered to large numbers of users, but that performance and bandwidth are the limiting issues.”    
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RMTP, which was granted a patent in June, 1996, was developed by Bell Labs researchers Sanjoy Paul and Krishan Sabnani.  In May, 1997, Lucent released its e-cast software, a corporate intranet software solution based on RMTP.  To date, several thousand users have downloaded and tested e-cast.  


	“GlobalCast and Lucent have a vision for reliable multicasting that will enable application developers to write to a single networking platform that works for all data types and all network types.  There will not be a need for different protocols for file transfer, Push applications, media streaming and live information feeds.  The networking platform will choose the best transport protocol automatically.  This will be transparent to the user,” said Allen Weiner, principal analyst of online strategies for Dataquest.  “This is cool, revolutionary stuff.  If they make it happen, you’ll see reliable multicasting being used for many applications and a significant percentage of Internet traffic.”


Lucent and GlobalCast are members of the IP Multicast Initiative, a multi-vendor cooperative effort that is aimed at addressing the problems of crowding and bandwidth conservation on the Internet.


GlobalCast Communications, Inc. (www.gcast.com) is the technology leader in providing the broadest range of reliable multicast communication software.  GlobalCast develops network transport protocols and communication software for independent software vendors, Internet Service Providers, systems integrators, and corporate application developers who need to efficiently, reliably and instantaneously deliver large amounts of real-time information to large numbers of people over private intranets, corporate extranets, or the public Internet.
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Lucent Technologies (LU) designs, builds and delivers a wide range of public and private networks, communications systems and software, consumer and business telephone systems and microelectronics components.  Bell Labs is 
