CS4995 Gameplay List
As most of you know, it’s easy to fall into a gameplay rut and play only games in your favorite genre or by your favorite manufacturer.  This list provides a list of some high-quality, profoundly entertaining games that we think that game designers can learn from.  

You’ll be required to play one game from each of the ten categories listed below – and no, we didn’t choose traditional categories of genre.  However, in addition, we strongly suggest that you play additional games during the semester.  Playing games, particularly games outside your comfort zone, is a crucial element of becoming a game designer.  If you use this list as a guideline, we can promise that you’ll get a wide variety of game experiences, and that you’ll become a better designer as a result.

We’ve noted the platform of each game and included a (very!) brief description.  Most of these games are available on Amazon; if you want to track down some of the more obscure ones, Google, the EGGPLANT lab, and asking the course staff are all good places to start.

Physical Gameplay

Charades
Available at: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charades
Platform: party game

Act out the words you’re thinking of, and see if anyone can guess!
Dance Dance Revolution
Platform: PS2

Dance on a pad and match the rhythms on the screen.  Great exercise, too!
EyeToy Play
Platform: PS2
Use your whole body in front of a camera to play a series of mini-games.
Guitar Hero (1 or 2)
Platform: PS2, Xbox360

Rock out – karaoke meets air guitar.
Hide and Go Seek
Available at: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hide_and_go_seek
Platform: playgrounds

Hide.  Seek.  Still fun after all these years.
Jenga
Platform: stacking game

Stack up the wooden blocks, then pull them out one by one.  Don’t be the one to knock down the tower!
Mind’s Eye Theatre; Mind’s Eye Theatre: The Requiem (both books required)

Platform: pen and paper

Live-action role-playing game; take on the role of a vampire in a modern gothic setting.
Narrative
Deus Ex
Platform: PC

A first-person shooter with a wide variety of ways to successfully play – from stealth to guns-blazing action.
Dread
Available at: http://www.tiltingatwindmills.net/dread/ 

Platform: pen and paper role-playing

Tell horror stories by building and toppling a Jenga tower (see Jenga, below).
Dungeons and Dragons 3.5
Platform: pen and paper role-playing game

The original epic fantasy role-playing game.  Kill orcs, fight dragons, rescue princesses – or fight the princesses and rescue the dragons, if you prefer.
Final Fantasy VII
Platform: PC, PS2

An epic story of a world in danger.  Turn-based battles are the main part of the gameplay, but the Final Fantasy games are most beloved for their story.
Gabriel Knight II or III
Platform: PC

A point-and-click adventure with a great storyline and an unforgettable main character.
Knights of the Old Republic
Platform: Xbox or PC

Be a Jedi!  Strongly narrative game about fighting (and sometimes thinking) your way through the Star Wars universe.
Longest Journey, The
Platform: PC

Point and click to guide April Ryan through adventures in two worlds.
Neverwinter Nights
Platform: PC

Help your characters through an epic fantasy quest, or build quests to send your friends through.  Great scripting and modding tools available.
Myst
Platform: PC

Solve really, really hard puzzles while navigating through a mysterious and alien world.
Nancy Drew: The Secret of the Old Clock
Platform: PC

Solve mysteries as Nancy in this hugely popular teen-girl game.
Nobilis
Platform: pen and paper role-playing

No orcs, no dice, just stories about hope, dreams, and magic among demi-gods.
Once Upon A Time
Platform: card game

Play cards to tell a fairy-tale story – and hope that you get to play your cards before someone else reaches happily ever after!
Polaris
Platform: pen and paper role-playing

Tell a story of chivalric tragedy, taking the part of a hero in your own story and a villain in someone else’s.  A true storytelling game.

Zork
Available at: http://www.xs4all.nl/~pot/infocom/ 

Platform: online

A text adventure game.  Explore a world described for you in words, solving puzzles along the way.
Social Gameplay

El Grande
Platform: board game
Place your men strategically to govern all of Spain – but don’t fall prey to other players’ bluffs!
Hex Hex
Available at: http://www.smirkanddagger.com/store.htm
Platform: card game

Try to pass the hex to another player before it explodes! 

LambdaMOO
Available at: http://www.lambdamoo.info or telnet://lambda.moo.mud.org:8888 

Platform: online

Wander through a text-based virtual world and interact with thousands of other players – or build part of the world for yourself.
Mafia
Available at: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mafia_%28game%29
Platform: party game

Try to figure out which of the other players are betraying you all!
Puzzle Pirates
Available at: http://www.puzzlepirates.com
Platform: online

Combines casual puzzle games (a la Bejeweled) with massively multi-player action and a pirate theme.
Settlers of Catan (series)
Platform: board game

A series of board games involving building cities and trading for goods.

Shadows Over Camelot 
Available at: http://www.shadowsovercamelot.com 

Platform: board game

A cooperative board game.  Complete quests by working together, but don’t let the traitor in your midst ruin your efforts!
Truth or Dare
Platform: slumber parties

Will you tell the truth or accept a dare?  Rules may vary by age and social group.
World of Warcraft
Platform: PC/online

A massively multi-player game which allows adventuring, fighting, crafting, trading and a wide variety of other ways to play.  Warning: highly addictive!
Emergent Behavior and Simulation
Black & White (1 or 2)
Platform: PC

You are a god.  Help your followers or torment them . . . both are fun.
Grand Theft Auto III
Platform: Playstation 2, PC
Use your driving skills and knowledge of the city to complete dangerous missions, or just mess around and have fun.
Napoleon
Platform: board game

Re-enact the final days of Napoleon’s empire with Columbia’s classic block design.
Nintendogs
Platform: Nintendo DS 

Train and take care of your dogs in this animal-cultivation game.
Pikmin
Platform: GameCube

Use your alien allies to help you fix your spaceship.  Hard to describe, easy to learn!
Sims 2
Platform: PC or PS2

Help your characters get through their everyday lives – from work to shopping to family and fun time – by telling them what they should be doing next.  The best dollhouse ever.
Thief
Platform: PC

A first-person shooter which can only be won through stealth and strategy.  Hide from your enemies, or outwit them – just don’t get caught!
Visual Aesthetics

Ico
Platform: PS2
Help a princess escape from an enormous deserted castle.  The catch?  She’s no athlete, but you can’t use magic.  Work together to solve the puzzles!
Katamari Damacy
Platform: PS2

Roll up everything in the world into a ball.  Shockingly fun!
Loop
Available at: http://www.shockwave.com/sw/content/loop
Platform: online

Innovative casual game about catching butterflies . . . fast!  No clicking required.
Marc Ecko’s Getting Up
Platform: PS2, Xbox

Ambitious and flawed mash-up of platformer, graffiti game and 3rd person adventure genres.

Okami
Platform: PS2

As the wolf-embodiment of the goddess Amaterasu, paint, jump and fight your way to a more beautiful Nippon.
Designed for Accessibility

Bejeweled
Available at: http://www.popcap.com/launchpage.php?theGame=bejeweled2  

Platform: online

Swap adjacent jewels to make groups of 3, 4, or even 5 of the same.
Fluxx
Platform: card game

A quick game about collecting items, where the rules change as you play.
Give Me The Brain
Available at: http://www.cheapass.com 

Platform: card game

Humorous small-scale card game with great psychological elements.  Also, zombies!
Mario Party
Platform: GameCube

A traditional board game meets the electronic age.  Travel around the board, then play clever mini-games to earn points for the win!
Monopoly
Platform: board game

The classic family board game about collecting properties and making money.
Super Mario World
Platform: Game Boy Advance (compatible with Nintendo DS)

Jump on the heads of your enemies and slide down pipes.  A remake of the late, great original!
Super Monkey Ball 2
Platform: GameCube

Party and mini-games, all centered around controlling a tiny monkey trapped inside a hamster ball.
Real Time Emphasis
Brawl 
Available at: http://www.cheapass.com
Platform: card game

A card-based fighting game of power, strategy, and laying down cards as fast as you can!
Need for Speed: Most Wanted 
Platform: Playstation 2

Go fast!  Go really really fast!  A well-designed racing game.
Prince of Persia: The Sands of Time
Platform: PC

Jump, fight and solve puzzles in this platformer that uses time itself as one of your tools.
Quake 4
Platform: PC

Classic first-person shooter; one of the key games to know for building mods and making movies.
Ratchet & Clank
Platform: PS2

Run, jump, fight and explore in this well-executed platformer.
Soulcalibur II
Platform: GameCube, PS2

Three-dimensional fighting game.  Learn combos and blast your opponents out of the ring!
Tekken 3
Platform: Playstation 2

Fighting game where you can go head-to-head against friends or computer characters.
Tony Hawk’s Pro Skater 3
Platform: PS2

Do skateboarding tricks for points, or try to make it to the top of the skater world in competitions.
Management

Animal Crossing
Platform: GameCube

Explore a town, help the inhabitants, collect goodies and customize your home.  Open-ended gameplay.
Carcassone
Platform: board game

Build the board as you play!  Put down tiles to make cities, then make sure you’re the one to own them!
Civilization 4
Platform: PC

Manage cities, build units and go to war to lead your civilization to victory!
Lemmings
Platform: PC

Help a bunch of helpless lemmings reach the exit door on increasingly difficult levels.  Watch out – don’t let them walk into lava!
Madden NFL 2004
Platform: PS2

Play football!  Manage your team through a whole season, or just sit down for a quick game or two.
Magic: the Gathering
Platform: collectible card game

Collect cards, then use them to beat your opponent in a fast-paced strategy game of monsters and land.
Pokemon Emerald
Platform: Game Boy Advance (compatible with Nintendo DS)

Collect Pokemon and battle them against computer characters or friends.  An interesting adaptation of a hugely popular offline genre.
Scrabble
Platform: board game

Draw tiles and use them to form words.  Earn points and beat your opponent!
Starcraft
Platform: PC

Manage your troops and build important buildings in the definitive real-time strategy game.
Concrete Content
BookWorm (single-player; online)

Available at: http://www.popcap.com/launchpage.php?theGame=bookworm 

Platform: online

Try to find words in a Boggle-like assortment of letters!

Combat Mission: Beyond Overlord

Platform: PC

World War II tactical combat simulator with a strong online community.
Logical Journey of the Zoombinis
Platform: PC

Help your Zoombinis through a series of puzzles and learn math and logic along the way.
Oregon Trail
Platform: PC

Help your wagon train make it safely to Oregon by planning supplies, choosing a route, and dealing with other historical and logical problems.
Phoenix Wright: Ace Attorney
Platform: Nintendo DS

A game which tries to convey information about the legal system.
Trauma Center: Under the Knife
Platform: Nintendo DS

The game world takes on the experience of surgery.
Where in the World is Carmen Sandiego?
Platform: PC

The classic educational game teaching history and geography.
Creativity
Apples to Apples
Available at: http://www.gamesbyjames.biz 

Platform: card game

A fast-paced humorous card game about deciding what object is best described by words like “glamourous,” “epic,” or “twisted.”
Eat Poop You Cat
Available at: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eat_Poop_You_Cat 
Platform: party game

A surreal cross between Telephone and Pictionary.
One Thousand Blank White Cards

Available at: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1000_Blank_White_Cards 
Platform: party game
Invent your own card game.  Then play it.
Second Life
Available at: http://www.secondlife.com
Platform: online

A virtual world with a toolkit for building items, and a character who can interact with those items.  No goals, no overt challenges – just what you decide to make of it.
SimCity (any version)

Platform: PC
Build the city of your dreams and fool around with it.
Taboo
Platform: party game

Communicate with your partner . . . without saying the words you’re not supposed to mention.
